
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WEEK 2 DEVOTIONAL & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

When was the last time you were in a big crowd?  

A few weeks ago, I was at a college football game with sixty thousand other fans. Our team was facing the 

second-ranked team in the nation, and we were considerable underdogs. It was a close game, and although 

our team lost, our fans stood and cheered almost the entire three hours.  

Why is it that we gather in crowds like this? It could be a community event, a rock concert, or even a wedding. 

There’s strength in numbers, and we feel like we are part of something bigger than ourselves when we are in a 

crowd.  

But have you ever been the source of a crowd’s applause?  

Perhaps you have to think back to singing or playing sports in high school, or maybe you have recently 

received applause for an award at work. If you asked me, “Would you rather have one thousand dollars or have 

everyone you know stand and applaud you at once?” I would probably choose the latter. Maybe I’m vain, or 

perhaps in some deeper way we are hard-wired for this. 

THE CROWD THAT IS A CLOUD 

The Letter to the Hebrews paints this unusual, unexpected picture: 

THEREFORE, SINCE WE ARE SURROUNDED BY SUCH A GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES, LET 

US THROW OFF EVERYTHING THAT HINDERS AND THE SIN THAT SO EASILY ENTANGLES. 

AND LET US RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE THE RACE MARKED OUT FOR US, FIXING OUR EYES 

ON JESUS, THE PIONEER AND PERFECTER OF FAITH. FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE HIM HE 

ENDURED THE CROSS, SCORNING ITS SHAME, AND SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 

THE THRONE OF GOD. CONSIDER HIM WHO ENDURED SUCH OPPOSITION FROM SINNERS, 

SO THAT YOU WILL NOT GROW WEARY AND LOSE HEART. —HEBREWS 12:1–3 

This is no ordinary cloud. What is this “great cloud of witnesses” that surrounds us? Are they still standing and 

cheering today? If so, for whom?  

In Don’t Give Up, Kyle writes: "The clue is in the word therefore, which points us back to the previous chapter. 

Hebrews 11 is sometimes called “The Faith Hall of Fame.” It offers a list of people who faced enormous 

challenges yet found the faith to keep believing and the courage to keep fighting. So those are the witnesses. 

But what’s this about a cloud? Two different words are used for “cloud” in the New Testament. One is a s ingle, 

detached, distinct mass of whiteness you see in the sky. The other—the word used here—is something wider and 

more powerful. It’s an encompassing cloud, more like a heavy fog that surrounds us. You look up in the sky and 



see the first one. You feel the second one, around and enveloping you. The ancient Greeks used that second 

kind of cloud to describe a crowd, a massive gathering of people. So in Hebrews 12 we have the idea of a huge 

throng of people all around us, wherever we go." 

The Living Bible supports the belief that this crowd of heroes is standing and cheering for believers today. It 

translates the phrase like this: SINCE WE HAVE SUCH A HUGE CROWD OF MEN OF FAITH WATCHING US 

FROM THE GRANDSTANDS …  

This cloud of witnesses gives us a compelling picture: a packed-house throng of history’s greatest heroes 

watching you, cheering for you, calling out to you, “Get up! Keep going! You’re almost there!”  

As Kyle notes, the language may be figurative or literal, but since witnesses are simply “those who see,” we’re 

invited to enjoy the inspiring idea that history’s greatest heroes—Abraham and Joseph and Moses and David—

are cheering us on.  

In other words, look up. The crowd is chanting: Don’t! Give! Up! 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

READ HEBREWS 12:1–3 AGAIN AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.  

• What does the author of Hebrews mean by a “great cloud of witnesses” encouraging today’s believers 

to keep going and keep the faith?  

• What is the “finish line” that the author encourages us to fix our eyes upon? Why?  

• Consider verse 3. How could Jesus willingly go to his death with great joy? How are Jesus’ death and 

resurrection applicable to us today? 

MEDITATION AND APPLICATION: 

READ HEBREWS 12:1–3 AGAIN SLOWLY AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.  

• Hebrews calls us back to two things in our marathon of faith: scripture and community (see day 1). How 

do you sense the lord inviting you to welcome other trusted christian friends into your struggles and 

temptations?  

• How do you respond to the image of a great cloud of women and men of faith cheering you on in your 

daily life? How would you live differently if you fully believed this at all times?  

PRAYER:  Take a moment to pray that god would let you see what is entangling you, enable you to focus on 

his son, and be encouraged not to “grow weary and lose heart.” 


