
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE TRUE & BETTER ABRAHAM: 

In the darkest of situations, in the most unlikely moments, and against all the odds, Abraham believed in God 

and his promises. Abraham stands as chief among a crowd of witnesses urging us to: Keep going! Keep 

walking! Keep believing! He is our witness to an unwavering faith in what he could not see and an unshakeable 

hope in the glory that awaited him for all eternity.  

And yet, there is one even greater than Abraham.  

ABRAHAM’S DESCENDANT  

John 8 tells the story of a long dispute between Jesus and the Pharisees. The Pharisees were looking for a way 

to trap Jesus in his words and catch him in an error they could use against him. And yet at every accusation, 

Jesus responded with restraint, wisdom, and clarity about who he is, and how they are the ones in error.  

Finally, the dispute reached a climax: “Abraham is our father,” the Pharisees said, defending their standing as 

God’s people through their ancestor’s faith. “If you were Abraham’s children,” Jesus responded to the angry 

crowd of religious leaders, “then you would do what Abraham did” (John 8:39).  

Taking things one step further, Jesus stated, “Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and 

was glad. … Very truly I tell you, before Abraham was born, I Am!” (John 8:56, 58) 

What was Jesus referring to? According to Matthew 1, Jesus was a direct offspring of Abraham. From Isaac 

came Jacob, from Jacob came Judah, and on down the line, through David and Solomon, down to a man 

named Joseph, the husband of Mary, the woman who gave birth to Jesus, who is called Messiah (Matthew 

1:16).  

In every sense, Jesus was Abraham’s true son, but it goes even further than that.  

Jesus said that he existed before Abraham and that Abraham rejoiced at the thought of his day. In other words, 

Jesus is the true and better Abraham. 

• Jesus is the true and better Son of God who perfectly obeyed his Father 

• Jesus is the true and better one to lead his people toward the holy land of God 

• Jesus is the true and better sacrifice, the only Son who was offered in place of you and me. 

• Jesus is the true and better Abraham, who died in glory—but didn’t stay dead, and now reigns over 

creation and intercedes on our behalf. 

Abraham stands in the heavenly places as a witness to God’s power and faithfulness. He shouts, “Keep 

believing!” and he points us to the One that he foreshadowed. The true and better Abraham, Jesus Christ the 

Messiah. 



 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

READ JOHN 8:31–59, JESUS’ DIALOGUE WITH THE PHARISEES OVER ABRAHAM, AND ANSWER THE 

FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

• In what ways is Jesus the true and better Abraham?  

• Why did the pharisees become so upset about Jesus’ statements about Abraham?  

• What are the most important things you learned this study about Abraham and Sarah and their witness 

of faith? 

MEDITATION & APPLICATION: 

READ HEBREWS 11:8–19 SLOWLY AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

• Reflecting on the whole story of Abraham and Sarah, in what areas do you resonate with their witness?  

o called to leave family and home in obedience to God  

o asked to follow God into an unknown place or situation  

o made to wait for years (even decades) for the fulfillment of a promise  

o living as a foreigner or stranger in a distant land  

o asked to give up something very dear 

• What are some practical ways you can live in faith and obedience to God as a result of this reflection on 

the life and witness of Abraham and Sarah? 

PRAYER:  Pray to the Father that he would give you the faith and resolve of Abraham and Sarah as you look to 

Christ. Praise him for his faithfulness and pledge your faith in his promises again. 


