
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WEEK 4 DEVOTIONAL & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Last week, we read that when God said to go, Abraham packed his things and set out.  

Where was God leading him? What was the final destination? And how on earth would a great nation of his 

offspring bless the nations—when he was seventy-five and his wife was barren?  

Abraham didn’t know. But still, he got up, trusted God, and began to walk.  

WALKING BY FAITH 

There’s faith, and then there’s faith. Risky faith. Bold, against-all-odds faith. Everyone-will-think-you-are-crazy 

faith. 

If you’re like me, risky faith does not come naturally. Kyle writes: "We don’t like uncertainty; we’re taught that 

it’s foolish to walk into the unknown. Therefore, we have a tendency to give up if there’s no clear map or GPS. 

But faith that endures has confidence that even when we don’t know where we’re going, God does. … Life’s 

detours are undeniably bumpy, confusing, and longer than we anticipate. However, just like actual detours on 

the road, once we’ve arrived at our destination, those detours can start to make sense."  

So, Abraham and Sarah set out, not knowing where they would end up. And for several years, they continued 

to walk by faith. But they still had no clear destination from God.  

Had they misheard him? Had he led them to this nomadic lifestyle without reason? They still didn’t have any 

children, and the families and friends with them were likely becoming increasingly skeptical of this grand plan. 

But they kept believing and kept walking.  

Finally, God spoke again:  

“DO NOT BE AFRAID, ABRAM.  I AM YOUR SHIELD, YOUR VERY GREAT REWARD.”                      

—GENESIS 15:1 

God understood Abraham’s confusion. And he even let Abraham question and argue with him. Abraham 

responded: 

“SOVEREIGN LORD, WHAT CAN YOU GIVE ME SINCE I REMAIN CHILDLESS AND 

THE ONE WHO WILL INHERIT MY ESTATE IS ELIEZER OF DAMASCUS?”  AND ABRAM 

SAID, “YOU HAVE GIVEN ME NO CHILDREN; SO A SERVANT IN MY 

HOUSEHOLD WILL BE MY HEIR.” —GENESIS 15:2–3  

God doubled down on his promises. He affirmed what was spoken years ago, and took Abraham outside and 

showed him the vast array of glorious stars and planets stretched across the night sky. 



FAITH RESTORED 

After this encounter with God, the text simply says:  

ABRAM BELIEVED THE LORD, AND [GOD] CREDITED IT TO HIM AS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. —GENESIS 15:6  

Abraham couldn’t see the destination he was traveling to, and he didn’t know how he and Sarah fi t into the big 

picture of God’s plan for the world. But he kept believing.  

If you have ever tried to assemble a large puzzle without the picture of the final project, you know what it’s like 

to have a bunch of pieces and not know what it will produce in the end. Kyle compares this to our ultra-

marathon walk of faith. He writes: "Our faith is in God and the big picture that we won’t completely see this side 

of eternity. It isn’t easily—or rarely at all—measured by earthly success, but it’s what keeps us aligned with the 

truth that sings out in our soul. It’s faith that keeps believing, even when the pieces don’t seem to fit together."  

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

READ GENESIS 15:1–6 AGAIN AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.  

• Years pass between the promise to Abraham and its fulfillment. What other biblical examples can you 

think of where god’s promises and fulfillment are stretched across a long period of waiting?  

• Why do you think God said, “I am your shield, your very great reward.” Why would this have been so 

encouraging to Abraham?  

• What does it mean that God credited Abraham’s faith as righteousness? 

MEDITATION & APPLICATION: 

READ GENESIS 15:1–6 AGAIN SLOWLY AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.  

• Reflecting on verse 1: What does it mean to you that God is your shield and your great reward? What 

lesser defenses or rewards are you tempted to trust? 

• Who in your life—present or past—comes to mind when you think of risky faith? 

• How do you feel about Abraham speaking to God out of his confusion and frustration? Do you feel 

comfortable talking honestly with God? 

• Do you resonate with the image of putting together a puzzle without knowing what you’re building? 

What areas of your life feel like this at times? 

PRAYER:  Take a moment to pray to God for a bold, courageous, risky faith to confront your fears, trust Him, 

and keep on walking. 


